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Introduction
The 26th meeting of the Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies (EGNRET) was held on April 3-5 in Auckland, New Zealand.  This was the first EGNRET meeting that was held back to back with the APEC Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EGEE&C).  The two groups had a joint meeting on April 5, 2006 to discuss areas of common interest associated with the development of clean energy systems in the APEC region.  The EGEE&C then continued its meeting on April 6-7, 2006.  

The EGNRET meeting was co-chaired by Dr. Cary Bloyd of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Argonne National Laboratory and Dr. David Natusch, of Resource Development Ltd., the New Zealand EGNRET representative. Delegates from Australia, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States of America, and APERC participated in the meeting.  Observers from SOPAC, representing the Forum Secretariat and the Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) also participated in the meeting.  A full list of those attending the meeting is presented at the conclusions of the minutes.
Dr. Bloyd welcomed the delegates opened the meeting.   A final agenda was distributed, reviewed, and accepted.  He also stated that the general theme of this meeting was Private Sector Activities in Domestic New and Renewable Energy Technologies.  Dr. Natusch then introduced Mr. Peter Watt, Senior Advisor Energy Supply, Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority of New Zealand, who gave an official welcome to the delegates from New Zealand.
The Co-Chairs thanked Mr. Watt for his welcome and for New Zealand’s support of the first joint meeting of the EGNRET and EGEE&C. 
Overview of Renewable Energy in New Zealand
An overview of new and renewable energy in New Zealand was given jointly by Peter Watt of the New Zealand Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority and Barrie Leay of Wind Flow Technology LTD.  Mr. Watt reviewed the energy supply and demand statistics for New Zealand, highlighting how the energy mix has changed over the last 10 years.  New Zealand is fortunate to have large hydroelectric resources which account for about 64.7% of electricity in 2004. Mr. Watt reported that New Zealand’s new and renewable energy development activities are being supported by the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act  of 2000.  This law seeks to promote a progressive transition to renewable energy for New Zealand.  The Act further sets a target of 30 PJ of consumer renewable sources by 2012.  The principal energy sources expected to be used are wind and solar electricity, biofuels and solar heat.
Mr. Leay reported on the private sector renewable energy activities in New Zealand.  He noted that New Zealand has rich wave and tidal resources which are under development as well as excellent wind and solar resources.  He reported that wind was the fasted growing electricity provided last year.  He also presented a detailed discussion of ongoing development and demonstration activities associated with harvesting algae from wastewater ponds and then converting the algae to biodiesel.  Mr. Leay showed samples of algae produced biodiesel and there was much interested expressed in the concept by the EGNRET members and guests.  
Program Overview and Recent APEC Activities
The Chair briefed the participants on the recent activities and developments that occurred after the last meeting of the Expert Group on October 31-November 2, 2005 in Taipei, Chinese Taipei.   The EWG has not met since the last EGNRET meeting.  The Chair reported that the 31st meeting of the EWG will be held in Singapore May 17-19, 2006.  Associated with the EWG meeting will be the first meeting of the APEC Biofuels Task Force, which will meeting on May 15, 2006 at 8:30.  EGNRET representatives should contact their EWG representatives about attending the meeting.  
2005 International Bioenergy Symposium
Chinese Taipei presented an overview of the 2005 International Bioenergy Symposium held in Chinese Taipei November 3-4, 2005 following EGNRET-25.  Dr. Hom-Ti Lee from the Industrial Technology Research Institute reported that the meeting was very successful and was attended by 120 representatives from the public and private sectors of APEC member economies.  The overall goal of the symposium was to share knowledge and experience so that rapid development of bioenergy can be achieved.  Dr. Lee  presented the eleven overall recommendations for the development of bioenergy that were made at the conclusion of the symposium by workshop participants.
Foresighting Future Fuel Technology
Thailand presented the summary report of an APEC-wide Foresight Study: Future Fuel Technology Project which was organized by the Government of Canada, Industrial Technology Research Institute, Chinese Taipei, National Metal and Materials Technology Center, APEC Center for Technology Foresight, National Science and Technology Development Agency, Ministry of Science and Technology, Thailand.  This was a joint project of the APEC Industrial Science and Technology Working Group and the APEC EWG.  Ms. Peesamai Jenvanitpanjakul of the Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research explained that the project included three workshops, held in Thailand, Canada, and Chinese Taipei and a final symposium held in Chiangmai, Thailand November 3-4, 2005.   The project was undertaken to provide strategic intelligence on future fuel technologies for the APEC region.  Three technology areas were selected for study: hydrogen/fuel cells; conventional and unconventional hydrocarbons; and biofuels.  Technology development roadmaps that included information gasps and barriers to development through the year 2030 were produced by study participants.  The summary report also included the developed of a suggested roadmap for the possible integration of the three future fuel technologies.  Ms. Jenvanitpanjakul also provided all EGNRET participants a copy of the summary report which included a CD with the full final report and all supporting information from the three workshops.
Asia Pacific Energy Research Centre (APERC) Update
A presentation was made on the APERC Energy Supply and Demand Outlook and New and Renewable Energy by Dr. Yonghun Jung, APERC Vice-President.  Dr. Jung’s presentation covered key factors in energy demand, drivers for energy demand, final energy demand, primary energy demand, oil import dependency, electricity generation, investment requirements for the energy sector, environment, and overall implications.  A key factor behind energy growth in the APEC region has been shown to be urbanization.  By 2030, the share of urban population is expected to reach 68%, up from 52% in 2003.  Dr. Jung went on to show the relationship between urbanization, income growth, and increased energy demand, particularly in the transport sector.  APERC studies have shown that between USD 5.3trillion-6.7 trillion investment is needed in the APEC energy sector from 2003-2030.  Dr. Jung closed with a discussion of how new and renewable energy systems can fit into the overall energy portfolio, and stressed the need to consider the environmental benefits of new and renewable energy technologies in making technology choices.
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership

A special presentation was made at the meeting by Amy Kean of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP).   Ms. Kean explained that REEEP is an international public‑private partnership that was established at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development to expand the global market for renewable energy and energy efficiency.  REEP has 170 partners -  30 governments, multinational organizations, businesses and NGOs and is currently funded by various governments including Australia, Austria, Canada, Germany, EU, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, US, and UK.  The overall objective of REEP is to generate green kilowatts and save energy.  Ms. Kean discussed the current linkages between APEC and REEEP which has included funding joint projects and workshop.  The presentation closed with a discussion of opportunities for further collaboration between REEEP and APEC.
Member Economy Presentations:  Private Sector Activities in Domestic New and Renewable Energy Technologies
The theme of the economy presentations at EGNRET 26 was “Private sector activities in domestic new and renewable energy technologies”.  This theme was chosen to highlight the activities of the private sector in developing domestic new and renewable energy resources.  Individual Economy presentations were made available on an EGNRET summary CD.

EGNRET Project Update
 USA: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI): Development of a Sourcebook of Hydrogen Codes and Standards for APEC Member Economies (EWG 08/2004T)

The goal of this project is to develop an information source, The Sourcebook for Hydrogen Applications, which captures the hydrogen and fuel cell experience of APEC members including safety, codes and standards.  This document will serve as a baseline from which the future discussions of harmonization of standards can take place.  The project held its first project workshop on November 22, 2004 in Mexico.  The second project workshop was held May 16, 2005 in Honolulu, Hawaii.  The final project report was presented at EGNRET-25 in Chinese Taipei.  After including comments from the EGNRET, the final report was distributed to all 21 APEC EGNRET contacts.  The project was completed in December of 2005.

USA: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IV): Adoption of Renewable Energy Standards Phase II – Final Groundwork (EWG 04-2004T)
The ultimate purpose of this project is to reduce trade barriers within the APEC region for renewable energy technologies and services, by working towards a harmonized set of standards. Specifically, this project will assist APEC economies through representative technical expert committees from the region in working together to document and prioritize the comprehensive standards for renewable energy hardware and workforce development in the APEC economies. These committees and the APEC EWG will identify the activities necessary to ultimately harmonize and implement these priority standards in the region.  

A contractor was chosen, and the project is on schedule.  The project consultant suggested the three priority areas for detailed work in the project and submitted them to the EGNRET, which accepted them after a discussion about their merits.  They are:

· Solar Water Heaters (manufacture and installation)

· Installation of PV Grid Connect Systems

· Installation of Stand-Alone Power Systems

Stephen Garett, a representative from Global Sustainable Energy Solutions Pty Ltd, who is part of the team implementing the project gave an update on project activities to EGNRET-26 in New Zealand.
APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII) Local Banks Training Program for Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects. (TILF Mexico lead, $100,000 total/$50,000 APEC)

The purpose of this project is to build capacity in local banking institutions to finance energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.  It is necessary to make banking institutions aware of the benefits and real risks related to renewable energy and energy efficiency projects, in order to promote the establishment of loan guarantee funds, revolving funds, lines of credits and any other financial mechanism that can help make it easier for energy end users and project developers to access financing.  The RFP is currently under development for the project.

APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI) Evaluation of the Role of Village Power Applications in Response to the Tsunami Recovery Effort. (OA USA lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)

The objective of this project is to examine the role of village power applications in the tsunami recovery effort.  An understanding of how village power applications played roles in this tsunami recovery effort and what obstacles might have been present that prevented more use of them, will significantly benefit APEC member economies, as well as non-member economies.  The project is on schedule.  Three tenders were received for the project RFP and a consultant has been recommended to APEC Secretariat.

APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII) Information Sharing on Financing Public Sector Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects. (OA USA lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)


This project will strengthen and accelerate the financing of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects, especially in government facilities, by reducing transaction costs to all parties – public and private – through the compilation, review, and dissemination of web-based information on best practices, model language, and key lessons learned from clean energy financing activities throughout the APEC region and beyond.  The project is on schedule.  Two tenders were received from the project RFP and a consultant has been recommended to the APEC Secretariat.
APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI) Renewable Energy Products Database: Paving the Way for Deployment of Renewable Energy.  (OA Thailand lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)

This project will support development of a web-based database of applied renewable energy products from APEC economies, such as solar refrigerators, wind-driven water pumps, solar lanterns, and solar radios, as well as integrated power production systems. The database would be streamlined by product and would include performance, cost, and compatibility information.   The project is on schedule.  Four tenders have been received from four different APEC economies and a project consultant will soon be chosen.

Update of the APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative

The APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative was launched by the United States at the fourth APEC energy ministers meeting in San Diego, California in May 2000, at which time it was endorsed by all of the energy ministers.  The purpose of the initiative is to advance the use of renewable energy for sustainable economic development and growth of the APEC region.  The initiative addresses the principal objectives of the APEC EWG by fostering a common understanding of regional renewable energy issues, facilitating trade and investment in renewable energy technologies and services, and reducing the environmental impact of the energy sector through applications of renewable energy technologies.  It also addresses the APEC energy ministers’ recommendations regarding the use of renewable energy for sustainable development and diversification of energy supplies.  Furthermore, it addresses, from the perspective of renewable energy technology applications, the six priority economic and technical cooperation areas identified by APEC leaders at their meeting in the Philippines in 1996, relating to developing human capital, fostering safe and efficient capital markets, strengthening economic infrastructure, harnessing technologies of the future, promoting environmentally sustainable growth, and encouraging the growth of small and medium-sized enterprises. 

The EGNRET has used this initiative as a base to link its projects together by way of a series of collaborative efforts that specifically address the renewable energy-based needs and issues of individual APEC member economies.  Projects developed under the initiative take into consideration renewable energy infrastructure, development needs, training requirements, needs for analysis tools and methods, policy formulation, financing, joint-venture development, and the removal of trade barriers.  There are currently nine collaboratives which will be briefly discussed below.
Collaborative I: Stakeholders Dialogues, Outreach Forums, and Symposiums

Lead Economy—USA  

Collaborative I links together the various outreach activities of the EGNRET that are associated with bringing renewable energy information to the economic leaders, energy ministers, and energy program implementers.  Collaborative I includes the facilitation of stakeholder dialogues, outreach forums, and renewable energy-related symposiums.  As part of this collaborative, the first APEC Private Sector Renewable Energy Forum was held in Portland, Oregon, from March 28-29, 2001.  A second APEC Private Sector Renewable Energy Forum—APEC Clean Energy and Village Power Business Development Forum— was initially planned for early 2004, but has been postponed due to budget considerations.  

Collaborative I also includes the APEC operational funded project, APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative I): Technical Workshop to Support Village Power Applications (which was held from November 8-10, 2004), and the Korea-sponsored New and Renewable Energy Exhibition (which was held in November 2002 in conjunction with EGNRET 20).  At their meeting in China, the EGNRET agreed to jointly produce an annual paper entitled Background Document and Vision on the Use and Benefits of Renewable Energy in the APEC Region.  This paper is meant to provide a concise briefing for the EWG on recent trends and successes in the area of new and renewable energy technologies.  The development of the paper will be discussed at EGNRET 27 in light of current EWG priorities and EGNRET projects.  A new project is being proposed for funding by Mexico under this initiative in 2006.  It is: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative I):Workshop on Best Practices in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy  in Commercial Buildings (OA Mexico lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC).tc \l2 “A Work Plan for this Collaborative, presented by the U.S., was accepted by the EGNRET at its last meeting, in Hawaii. This collaborative links together the various outreach activities of the EGNRET, which are associated with bringing renewable energy information to the economic leaders, energy ministers, and energy program implementers.  The collaborative includes the facilitation of stakeholder dialogues, outreach forums, and renewable energy -related symposiums. As part of this collaborative, an APEC Private Sector Renewable Energy Forum was held in Portland, Oregon, on March 28-29, 2001.  A second private-sector forum has been proposed for the spring of 2003, which would involve a wider range of energy companies, including some of the large oil companies interested in promoting renewable energy. A third forum being considered for the following year would focus on market-based sustainable development. Also, as part of this collaborative, a report has been prepared that summarizes the findings of the Survey of APEC Member Economies’ Renewable Energy-Based Priority Needs and Issues Relating to Sustainable Development. Also, the Korea-sponsored New and Renewable Energy Exhibition to be held in November 2002 is part of this collaborative, as is a proposed publication for 2003, entitled A Background Document and Vision on the Use and Benefits of Renewable Energy in the APEC Region.@ _The collaborative links together the various outreach activities of the Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies, which are associated with bringing renewable energy information to economic leaders, energy ministers, and their staffs.  The collaborative will include the facilitation of stakeholder dialogues, outreach forums, and renewable energy-related symposiums.tc \l2 The collaborative links together the various outreach activities of the Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies, which are associated with bringing renewable energy information to economic leaders, energy ministers, and their staffs.  The collaborative will include the facilitation of stakeholder dialogues, outreach forums, and renewable energy related symposiums.
Collaborative II: Micro-Business Development

Lead Economy—USA
Collaborative II fosters the development of micro-enterprise activity in rural and remote regions of APEC economies, using renewable energy as the electricity source.  The collaborative uses technical and business expertise within specific APEC economies to identify viable micro-enterprise activities that create income-generating opportunities and raise the standard of living of rural populations.  Some of the Collaborative II projects undertaken in specific communities will be self-replicating in other communities.  The purpose of this collaborative is not to demonstrate renewable energy technologies; rather, it is to demonstrate rural development opportunities with renewables as a primary energy source.  Under this initiative, the EGNRET implemented the “Greenstar Micro-Enterprise Project Combining Solar Power and Internet Connectivity for Sustainable Development”.  Future activities under Collaborative II include the production of the APEC Business Development Guide for Micro-Enterprise.  In support of Collaborative II, a paper entitled Renewable Energy for Microenterprise, developed by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, will be distributed to EGNRET representatives.   In addition, a session on productive uses of renewable energy was included in the APEC Village Power Workshop held on November 8-10, 2004.  This collaborative has linkages to two 2005 projects: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII:  Local Banks Training Program for Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects and APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI):  Evaluation of the Role of Village Power Applications in Response to the Tsunami Recovery Effort.  Parts of both projects are associated with the development of micro-enterprises for new and renewable energy systems.  Both project are in the initial implementation stages.
Collaborative III: Renewable Energy Training and Certification Network

Lead Economy—Australia

Collaborative III involves the identification of currently available renewable energy training and certification systems within member economies; an assessment of the needs of member economies for qualified staff to plan, design, install, operate, and maintain renewable energy systems; an assessment of the gap between currently available training and current needs; and an assessment of how training resources may be allocated to better meet the needs of member countries.  

The first project implemented under this collaborative was “Development and Implementation of a System for Accrediting Renewable Energy Training”.  This project was self-funded by Australia, with the final report was completed in June 2004.  It was developed in response to a need identified during the previous APEC-funded project, “Training and Accreditation Needs and Capabilities Study” (EWG04/2002), and seeks to develop and recommend a system for accrediting renewable energy training within the APEC region.  The key output was a report that identifies and describes high-priority renewable energy training courses and resources which are currently available, develops key competencies across high-priority renewable energy training courses and resources, recommended an approach for gaining relevant training provider institution agreement to implement accreditation, and recommended an approach for implementing a renewable energy training system within the APEC region.  Both reports are available on the EWG website.
 
Collaborative IV: Renewable Energy Standards

Lead Economy—China
The objectives of this collaborative are to (1) review and document available standards for renewable energy systems for (a) off-grid applications, including mini-grids and stand-alone systems, and (b) grid-interactive applications; (2) categorize according to types of standards (e.g., components, systems, interconnections, safety); and (3) prepare harmonized/synthesized proposed standards for APEC economies.  This collaborative will reduce trade barriers within the APEC region for renewable energy technologies and services by working towards a harmonized set of standards.  Collaborative IV includes a TILF-funded project entitled Adoption of Renewable Energy Standards.  A follow-up project was proposed by the USA and accepted for funding by the EWG.  The project is entitled “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IV): Adoption of Renewable Energy Standards Phase II—Final Groundwork”.  The implementation of this project began in the second quarter of 2005 and is on schedule for completion in December 2007.
Collaborative V: Distributed Energy Resources

Lead Economy—New Zealand

Collaborative V provides the means to move local distributed energy resources know-how within an APEC economy to collective information accessible by all participating APEC economies and promote standardization of distributed energy resources practices across commercial, political, environmental, and social operations and regions.  New Zealand has already held a series of seminars around the country to promote stakeholder interest and participation in this collaborative. 

A workshop on distributed generation, distribution, and efficiency was held in Mexico City in 2002 to further develop an action plan for this collaborative.  The recommendations from the workshop were designated as the five working areas of this collaborative.  It is expected that the two projects under Collaboratives VI and VIII including “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI): Workshop on Advances in Electricity Storage in Support of Distributed Renewable Energy Based Systems” and “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII): Building and Developing an APEC Renewable Energy Collaboratives Projects Integrator (APEC-CPI)”, will also promote distributed generation technologies in the APEC region.  Both of these projects were completed in 2004.  Additional activities under this collaborative will be discussed at EGNRET27.

Collaborative VI: Renewable Energy Technology Applications

Lead Economy—USA
The objective of Collaborative VI is to identify and demonstrate potential applications of renewable energy technologies in the APEC region.  Suggested project areas included hybrid renewable systems for schools in rural areas, renewable energy technology parks, and best practices for biomass applications.  Collaborative VI also aims to set up a database on renewable energy technology applications and best practices, and to hold workshops for information exchanges.  A self-funded project, entitled Monitoring and Assessing the Design, Operation and Performance of an Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) Project, was undertaken as part of this collaborative in 2004-2005.  There was also an APEC operational account project which was implemented in May of 2004 as part of this collaborative entitled APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI): Workshop on Advances in Electricity Storage in Support of Distributed Renewable Energy-Based Systems.  This project had crosscutting links to several of the APEC 21st Century Collaboratives.  The project was completed in 2004.

The most recent project approved under Collaborative VI is “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI): Development of a Sourcebook of Hydrogen Codes and Standards for APEC member economies”.  The goal of this project is to develop an information source, The Sourcebook for Hydrogen Applications, which captures the hydrogen and fuel cell experience of APEC members, including safety, codes, and standards, to serve as a baseline from which the future discussions of harmonization of standards can take place.  Implementation of this project began in 2004 and is on schedule.  The first project workshop was held on November 22, 2004 in Mexico, and the second workshop was held in Honolulu, Hawaii on May 16, 2005.

Two projects under this collaborative were supported at the EWG 29 meeting and were accepted by the BMC for funding in 2006.  The projects are: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI:  Evaluation of the Role of Village Power Applications in Response to the Tsunami Recovery Effort,  and APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VI):  Renewable Energy Products Database: Paving the Way for Deployment of Renewable Energy.  The projects are on schedules and consultants have been recommended to the APEC Secretariat.

Collaborative VII: Web-Based Renewable Energy Information Dissemination

Lead Economy—New Zealand

tc \l4 “Collaborative VII: Web-Based Renewable Energy Information Dissemination: Lead Economy-CanadaCollaborative VII aims to provide news and information to a wide range of targets within APEC economies on a range of renewable energy applications.  This information will validate the feasible applications of renewable energy technologies and provide complete “how-when-where” information for interested parties.  A major activity of the collaborative is the 2003 TILF-funded project “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII): Building and Developing an APEC Renewable Energy Collaboratives Projects Integrator (APEC-CPI)”.  This project links those of the financing collaborative with project identification and information sharing (http://www.apec-cpi.com).  This project was completed in 2004 and the web site was officially announced at EGNRET 22 in May of 2004.  The APEC-CPI has continued to be developed in support of EGNRET project activities and is being utilized as part of the current clean energy finance initiatives currently being led by the EWG.

Collaborative VIII: Financing

Lead Economy—Mexico
The objective of Collaborative VIII is to provide a roadmap in the form of a set of guides, tools, and databases available through a website that will facilitate financing of renewable energy projects in the APEC region through existing international commercial and multilateral financing mechanisms.  Mexico has developed a work plan that was accepted by the EGNRET.  The concepts presented in the work plan are being integrated into a web-based system that would include four portals: (1) a financing portal that would list lenders and their requirements and application forms, etc.; (2) a portal containing potential renewables-based projects, in specified format; (3) a portal containing tools for financial analyses; and (4) a portal listing available expertise to perform financial and other analyses and implement potential projects.  The principal project under this collaborative is an APEC funded activity led by Mexico, entitled “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII): Financial Roadmap for the APEC Region”.  The final report was completed in early February 2004.  The project provided major input the Renewable Energy Financing Workshop held in Hawaii in May of 2004.  

In support of this collaborative, two projects were accepted by the EWG and have been endorsed by the BMC for funding in 2006.  The projects are: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII):  Local Banks Training Program for Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects, led by Mexico, and APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII): Information Sharing on Financing Public Sector Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects, led by the USA.  A project consultant has just been recommended to the APEC Secretariat for the first project and the RFP is currently under development for the second project.  A new project is being proposed under this collaborative to EWG-31 entitled “APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII): Workshop on Recent Advances in Utility Based Financial Mechanisms that Support Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (OA USA lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)”
Collaborative IX: Alternative Transport Fuels. 

Lead Economy—New Zealand

The object of Collaborative IX is to provide advice to the EWG and the APEC Energy Ministers concerning the technical and economic developments in the field of alternative fuels for road transport and measures that the APEC economies could pursue to increase their cost effective use of alternative transport fuels. These measures include legislative actions, implementation issues as well as research and technical development.  The first product of this Collaborative was a brief summary report on the status of alternative transport fuels that was distributed for comment at EGNRET 25.  Two projects are being proposed under this Collaborative at EWG-31 in May 2006.  They are: APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IX): Alternative Transport Fuels Policy options for APEC Economies (OA New Zealand lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC) and APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IX): Establishment of the Guidelines for the Development of Biodiesel Standards in the APEC Region (SA Thailand lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC).
Review of Clean Energy Finance Activities

Dr. Bloyd gave a review of the ongoing EWG clean energy finance activities.  The projects discussed and status reported is given below.
Development of Renewable and Energy Efficiency (Small Scale Project) Financing Best Practices and Guidelines for APEC Region Capital Market Development (OA USA lead, $785,600 total/$73,500 APEC)
Status: ongoing.
· Project began in July 2005

· The project will develop an International Energy Efficiency Financing Protocol. 

· Economic Working Team meetings were held in Mexico (1/24/06, 3/30/06) and Thailand (3/1/06)

· The Global Working Group will meet in Washington DC 10-13 May 2006

Developing Market Capacity to Commercialize Financing of Clean and More Efficient Energy Projects (SF USA lead, $1,300,000 total)
Status: onging.

Sustainable Financing System for Energy-Efficiency - EWG 05/2003T (USA lead, $143,600 total/$143,000 APEC)
Status: Completed.  This project was implemented by the Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation.
APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative V III)  Local Banks Training Program for Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects. (TILF Mexico lead, $100,000 total/$50,000 APEC)

Status: RFP is being developed
APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative V III) Information Sharing on Financing Public Sector Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects. (OA USA lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)

Status: The Project consultant has just been chosen and implementation will began in May, 2006.
Review of the APEC Project Process

The Chair presented the steps involved in implementing an APEC project and reviewed new guidance from the EWG to utilize the Quality Assessment Framework and the new self-evaluation matrix that demonstrates the link to sustainable development principles in support of the WSSD Type 2 Partnership Initiative: Energy for Sustainable Development.  It was shown how the project development process can take three years or more from initial concept to project completion.
New project proposals for EWG-31
The EGNRET agreed upon four project proposals for potential funding in 2006 that will be forwarded to the EWG.  These four projects were chosen from a total of eight concepts that were discussed at EGNRET-26, in support of the EWG’s desire to have the Expert Group be self-selective on the projects which they submit.

The proposed projects are:

· APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IX): Establishment of the Guidelines for the Development of Biodiesel Standards in the APEC Region (SA Thailand lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)
· APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative I):Workshop on Best Practices in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy  in Buildings (OA Mexico lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)
· APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative VIII):Workshop on Recent Advances in Utility Based Financial Mechanisms that Support Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (OA USA lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)
· APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative (Collaborative IX): Alternative Transport Fuels – Implementation Guidelines (OA New Zealand lead, $75,000 total/$50,000 APEC)
The Chair also distributed a Synopsis Proposal from the US EWG and Biofuels Task Force on Biomass Resource Assessments and Assessment Capabilities in APEC Economies.  The project was discussed and an endorsement was given for the submission of the project through the EWG and Biofuels Task Force.
tc  \l 1 "Progress/ Status of Current Projects"
Administration and Operation

The next meeting of the Expert Group was then discussed.  The Chair extended an offer from China to host EGNRET 27, and the offer was accepted.   Japan said it would explore the possibility of hosting the first meeting of 2007, possibly in association with a workshop on ethanol trading.   Thailand may host the second meeting of 2007.
The expert group members thanked New Zealand for hosting the meeting.  The co-chairs asked if there was any other business, there being none, the Chairs of EGNRET closed the twenty-sixth meeting of the APEC Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies.  Meeting minutes will be distributed and approved out of session.
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