Statement on Establishing a Renewable Energy Goal and Related Technology Cost Goals for the APEC Region

Thailand has already been implementing the 10-year Alternative Energy Development Plan (2012-2021) with the objectives of energy security enhancement, energy-import reduction, environmental improvement, and employment creation.  The plan aims to increase   the share of renewable energy to 25 percent of total final energy consumption by the year 2021.  To achieve this challenging target, power generation from renewable need to increase to 13,927 megawatts, while on biofules ethanol and bio-diesel consumption have to reach 9 million liter per day and 7.2 million liter per day, respectively. I am pleased to report that, as of the end of year 2013, Thailand’s Renewable Energy uses had reached 11 percent of the total energy consumption.
In this connection, Thailand has no problems with the statement by United States to propose to set an APEC-wide renewable energy  goal of doubling the share of renewable energy (approximately 15 percent at the present) to 30 percent of  the total energy mix for the region by the year 2030.  This will help to promote production and uses of renewable energy resources as a cleaner alternative, and will help improve the region’s energy security, as well as lower our carbon footprints in the long run. 
If this is the consensus of the Expert Group here, I shall be reporting and seeking consent from my Government to support such proposal as a regional goal for APEC, on a voluntary basis by individual economy.

Nevertheless, to achieve this region-wide goal we have to put extra efforts into the production, R&D, and usage of renewable energy, and also helping each other in working together to reach this aspirational goal.  First, technology transfer, knowledge sharing, capacity building, and funding supports among APEC Economies will be necessary.  Secondly, the definition of renewable energy should be agreed upon and clearly understood by all parties concerned.  I understand that there are differences and discrepancies in definitions of renewable energy share, among us. This is something we need to discuss and come up with a consensus.  Thirdly, we have to develop a database and a systematic monitoring system to track the progress of our work to ensure the effective and timely accomplishment of this common renewable energy goal for the region.  

Thank you very much.
